Social Justice in the Church 



Recently Charisma magazine printed an article titled "The Gospel 
and Marvin Gaye " which I feel captures the spirit of social justice 
that fast becoming the focus of the present Laodicean church. Many 
Christians would be immediately alerted that something is terribly 
wrong just based on the title, and in this case they would be correct. 
Let me make it perfectly clear that this is in no way a personal attack 
on the writers, but on the false doctrine on which this article is based. I 
rest in the fact that God alone is the judge of our hearts and intentions. 
The church need not follow the example of Marvin Gaye, but of Jesus 
Christ. 




A False Christ 



The article starts out by praising the social conscience of Gaye's "What's Going On?" and comparing it to the 
selfish lyrics of many contemporary worship songs. The writers make a good point, there's a lot wrong with 
church music these days, and not just with the lyrics. But what goes on next is a major rewriting of the gospel 
message, with Jesus reduced to the level of a militant activist figure like Gandhi or Che Guevara. 

He lived among us as a child of poverty (born in a barn); political refugee (in Egypt); 
social pariah (survivor of a capital crime: unmarried pregnancy); ghetto immigrant 
("What good comes from Nazareth?"); and blue-collar worker (carpenter) who was a 
subject of an imperialistic colonizer (Rome). 

Many of the people whose lives He changed had lived unfavorably or unlawfully in 
their society. His friends and followers included Mary Magdalene (ex-prostitute), 
Matthew and Zacchaeus (ex-crooked bureaucrats and tax collectors), and Simon Peter 
(ex-insurrectionist and card-carrying member of a terror organization in Palestine). 
"The Gospel and Marvin Gaye" 

Then the article goes on to make its conclusion: 

"When was the last time you sang to me? Do you know what I want? I want justice — 
oceans of it. I want fairness — rivers of it. That's what I want. That's all I want" (Amos 
5:21-24 O, The Message). 

If all God wants is oceans of justice rather than egocentric noise, then a broken world's 
needs must reclaim center stage from our personal blessings during corporate worship 
experiences. In our churches, many of us remain mute on such issues as public 
repentance for neglecting the poor. Some of us have abandoned prophetic moments of 
opportunity in lieu of religious protocol. 
"The Gospel and Marvin Gaye" 



All God wants is fairness and justice? If anything, the ministry of Jesus proved exactly the opposite. Jesus was 
born with all the disadvantages of this life to show us that we don't need them to be reconciled to God. And then 
He took the most lowly of men and poured out His Spirit on them and made them his disciples. We will be 
justified before God by our repentance and righteousness, not by acts of social justice or any other. Acts like 
feeding the hungry and clothing the poor are the fruits of our personal relationship with Christ, not the path to that 
relationship. 

There absolutely is injustice in this world, but the root cause of it is sin. When we are freed from sin by the power 
of Christ we are no longer driven by lusts of the flesh like greed, envy or selfishness that are the actual sources of 
injustice. When men turn their hearts to Christ the change within affects a change on the outside. All justice is 
rendered by God, He alone will judge men's deeds. We must justify ourselves before God, not men. God 
commands us to tell others about Him, and to obey. God's commandments may be considered homophobic and 
hate speech by men's standards, but we cannot embrace concepts of social justice like sexual orientation equality 
without directly contradicting God's Word and putting ourselves in a position of guilt before our supreme judge. 

Our first estate as Christians is the condition of the souL That is not to say we shouldn't feed the hungry, clothe 
the naked or take in the homeless. Those are all wonderful things. But the purpose of Christ coming to the earth 
was not to initiate social justice, but to initiate God's grace by dying on the cross for men's sins. It is when we 
lose focus of this fact that we begin our moral backslide. 

A Corrupted Bible 

Sadly, this article utilized a quote from the "Message Bible", which while it completely supported the assertions 
made in the article, distorted the actual meaning. Interestingly, the article inadvertently provides solid support for 
the KJO proponent assertion that other versions pervert biblical doctrine. 

Now compare the aforementioned quote to the King James Version: 

I hate, I despise your feast days, and I will not smell in your solemn assemblies. 
Though ye offer me burnt offerings and your meat offerings, I will not accept them: 
neither will I regard the peace offerings of your fat beasts. Take thou away from me 
the noise of thy songs; for I will not hear the melody of thy viols. But let judgment run 
down as waters, and righteousness as a mighty stream 
Amos 5:21-24 (KJV) © 

The justice that God demands from us is not social, but spiritual. The Church of Christ is guilty of spiritual 
adultery, and that is the real theme of Amos 5. The Bridegroom despises the attempts of His lukewarm bride 
who gives Him lip service in songs, feasts and offerings on Sunday morning but is watching pornography or 
cheating on their taxes the other six days of the week. God sees it all. There are a lot of "Tiger Woods 
Christians" that think they can sin all week and go back to God on Sunday morning with flowers and candy and 
all is well Rest assured, your songs of praise and offerings will be rejected by God as surely as was Cain's 
sacrifice. 

The apostate Laodicean church has forgotten her first love and is replacing repentance and righteousness with 
good deeds. That is what Amos 5 is actually about, God will not regard your works of the flesh, your pitiful 
attempts at pleasing Him using your standards. Just as God rejected the sacrifice of Cain for being unsuitable so 



will He reject your attempts to please Him on your own terms and using your standards. God doesn't want the 
focus of your life to be social justice or anything other than Him 



